
STATE OF FLORIDA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER 20-70 
(Emergency Management- COVID-19- Broward and Palm Beach County Closures) 

WHEREAS, on March 1, 2020, I issued Executive Order 20-51 directing the Florida 

Department of Health to issue a Public Health Emergency; and 

WHEREAS, on March 1, 2020, the State Surgeon General and State Health Officer 

declared a Public Health Emergency exists in the State of Florida as a result of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, I issued Executive Order 20-52 declaring a state of 

emergency for the entire State of Florida as a result of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention ("CDC") issued the "15 Days to Slow the Spread" guidance advising 

individuals to adopt far-reaching social distancing measures, such as avoiding gatherings of more 

than 10 people, and in states with evidence of community spread, bars, restaurants, food courts, 

and gyms should be closed; and 

WHEREAS, my Administration has consulted with Broward County and Palm Beach 

County authorities, both of which requested application of the CDC recommendations; and 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 poses a health risk to Broward County and Palm Beach County 

residents and minimization of contact is necessary to avoid COVID-19 infection for the residents 

of the counties; and 

WHEREAS, restaurants, bars, taverns, pubs, night clubs, banquet halls, cocktail lounges, 

cabarets, breweries, cafeterias, movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses, bowling 

alleys, arcades, gymnasiums, fitness studios and beaches are potential gathering places for the 

spread of COVID-19; and 






